Use of amphotericin B in immunosuppressed patients with cancer. Part One: Pharmacology and toxicities.
Potentially fatal fungal infections account for most of the prolonged fevers found in immunosuppressed patients with cancer. Amphotericin B (AmB) is the most effective drug available to treat these infections. This article, Part One of two parts, reviews the biochemical properties of AmB and its dosage and administration. Major toxicities and common side effects are discussed. Part Two uses the pharmacodynamics addressed in Part One as a basis for planning nursing interventions to prevent or suppress adverse reactions.